
A ZOROASTRIAN DAY IN BIRMINGHAM

Zoroastrianism & Hinduism: 
a comparative perspective

Convened under the gracious patronage of 
the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Birmingham

on Saturday, July 3, 2010

in the Banqueting Suite of Birmingham City 
Council House,

Victoria Square, Birmingham B1 1BB

Om! I pray to Agni, the household priest (Rig I.1)

I pray to the warmth of your truth-strengthened Fire (Ys. 43.4)

This event is sponsored and supported by

                                                
    



Zoroastrianism & Hinduism: a comparative perspective

Zoroastrianism and Hinduism are the twin children born out of the ancient Indo-European
religious thought. Their sacred texts cover much common ground, in terms of spirituality, 
ethics and morality, language structure and vocabulary. Their historical journey, however, 
ended differently. Zoroastrianism held sway in Iran under the Achaemenid, Parthian and 
Sasanian dynasties, between c. 500 BC to c. AD 600. Then it lost its main base in Iran after
the Arab invasion and today it cannot boast more than 200,000 adherents throughout 
the world. Hinduism, on the other hand, has continued to attract millions of people 
within the Indian sub-continent and its diaspora. Today, there are nearly 900 million 
Hindus world-wide.

The purpose of ‘A Zoroastrian Day in Birmingham’, held under the auspices of the City 
Council, Birmingham Council of Faiths and the Community Development Fund, is to 
make participants aware of these two major world religions, the followers of which live 
there and in other cities and contribute to their cultural vitality and diversity

Programme

10.00 to 10.25         Registration, coffee and informal gathering

10.25 to 10.35         Civic Representative: speech of welcome

10.35 to 12.15         “Common Grounds of the Dharmic and Zoroastrian 
faiths”:  lecture by Dr. Shaunaka Rishi Das – followed 
by discussion (Chair: Dr. Kiran Vaja)

12.15 to 13.45           LUNCH AND SHORT ART GALLERY VISIT

13.45 to 15.30         “Indo-European and Indo-Aryan Periods of History”: 
lecture by Dr. Almut Hintze – followed by discussion 
(Chair: Yann Lovelock)

                                   
15.30 to 15.55         “Pulling the Threads Together”: a plenary discussion 

chaired by Burjor Avari

15.55 to 16.00          Vote of thanks by Jimmy Suratia (Chair of Birmingham 
Council of Faiths)



Lecturers and Organisers

Burjor Avari MBE is Associate Lecturer at the Manchester Metropolitan 
University, where he teaches Indian and South Asian history and co-ordinates a 
programme of Multicultural Studies.

Dr. Almut Hintzeis the Zarthoshty Brothers Reader in Zoroastrianism at the 
School of Oriental and African Studies, London. She holds degrees in Indo-Iranian 
Studies, with special emphasis on Zoroastrian literature, from the Universities of 
Heidelburg, Oxford, Erlangen and Berlin. Her book publications in English include 
the Zamyad Yashtand the Yasna Haptanhaiti. Her current work is on a 
comprehensive edition of the Yasna.

Yann Lovelock, formerly a writer and translator, is Interfaith Officer for the 
Network of Buddhist Organisations and Buddhist Vice-Chair of the Council of 
Dharmic Faiths. 

Dr. Shaunaka Rishi Dasis Director of the Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies and 
Trustee of the Bhaktivedanta College in Belgium. His academic interests include 
Vaishnava philosophy, comparative religion and development of education in 
contemporary Hinduism. Joining the Hare Krishna movement in Ireland aged 18, 
he has since been an ardent devotee of Hinduism.

Jimmy Suratiahas lived with his family in Birmingham since 1965 and works in 
Security for IBM. He is on the Executive Committee of the North West Zoroastrian
Community and is currently Chair of Birmingham Council of Faiths.

Dr. Kiran Vaja,a former general practice doctor is a patron of the Shree Hindu 
Community Centre and represents the Hindu Council on the Birmingham Council of 
Faiths.

BOOKING

If you wish to attend this event, please send a cheque, (£ 10.00 waged, £7.00
unwaged), with your full address, to: 

Jimmy Suratia, 133 Robin Hood Lane, Hall Green, Birmingham B28 0JF. 
The fee includes lunch and refreshments during the day  

which is planned as a non-profit making event.

For further information, contact any of the following e-mail addresses:

b.avari@mmu.ac.uk
yanda_lovelock@yahoo.co.uk

suratiaj@uk.ibm.com
kiranvaja@yahoo.co.uk



Directions

Birmingham City Council House,
Victoria Square, 

Birmingham 
B1 1BB

By Car:
There are a limited number of parking spaces reserved for delegates in the underground car park 
of Birmingham Council House: these must be booked in advance with the organisers.

By Train: 
Birmingham New Street station is a 10 minute walk to Birmingham Council House;
Birmingham Snow Hill station is an 8 minute walk to Birmingham Council House;
Birmingham Moor Street station is 10 minute walk to Birmingham Council House.
See www.networkwestmidlands.comfor local train and bus travel
See www.nationalrail.co.ukfor national train travel

By Coach: 
The National Express Coach station is situated just outside the centre of the city and is a 5 minute 
walk to Moor Street station.  See www.nationalexpress.comfor coach details.

By Air: 
Birmingham International is situated on the outskirts of Birmingham and is a 10 minute train 
journey from Birmingham International train station to Birmingham New Street station or a 20 
minute taxi journey (depending on traffic).


