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12 July

Many and One

OR the last 15 months, I’ve had the privilege of working full-time in the world 
of inter-faith relations. Not only has this given me many opportunities to get 
to know a wide range of places of worship and their communities, and to work 

alongside some of the excellent faith forums in the eastern part of the region; it’s also 
deepened my insight into the many ways in which people of different faiths can 
engage with each other.

For some people, “inter-faith” means different faiths engaging together with issues 
that affect the wider community; for others, it’s about a group of people getting to 
know each other, and each other’s sources of inspiration, in an informal spirit of 
friendship; for others again, it may be a serious, respectful and attentive study of each 
other’s sacred writings, both for their own sake and to illuminate some of the big 
questions of human living. Most importantly, perhaps, many people unconsciously 
live “inter-faith” lives simply by being good neighbours to each other.

There are two things that people who take part in such activities will often say they’ve 
discovered - two things that seem to be con-
tradictory, but are really complementary. One is that 
each faith (indeed, perhaps each person’s faith) has 
something uniquely distinctive about it; and the 
other is that, as we listen to each other in depth, we 
discover just how much we share. And both these 
facts are to be respected and celebrated.  

Rev Gareth Jones is an ordained minister in the 
Methodist Church. Formerly a member of the 
Birmingham University Chaplaincy team, he has 
been working as Inter-Faith Development Worker 
for Coventry and Warwickshire since April 2007. 
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19 July 

Walking in Peace

ACRED Scriptures of many faiths talk of Peace. For Hindus, peace is something 
to be invoked and desired by human beings on behalf of all fellow beings in 
earth, air, heaven or water. It is the unity of resolve to live in unity and 

concord. For Jains and Buddhists it is in addition the forgiveness and banishment of 
weakness, sickness and faults that brings bliss and peace. 

For the prophets of Jewish scripture peace is the cessation of war among nations in 
the city of God, where all will be one - an aspiration carried forward into Christian 
scripture. In Islam it is the reflection of divine compassion in the struggle for mastery 
over evil tendencies. Sikhs see it as the recognition that all human beings are one 
family, one race with one father, something that Baha’i scripture sees as gained 
through reconciliation.

The annual Peace Walk in Birmingham sometimes surprises people in not being a 
march or protest with banners and slogans. It is a quiet walking together of like-
minded people of differing faiths, mingling and talking about their beliefs and their 
visions of the world. People who know that they share common origins and 
expectations, common problems and fears. 

Each walker will take away unique memories from the event last Saturday. One must 
surely be the Peace Garden off Bath Row, where each year sees increased beauty in 
the gardens, giving life to the otherwise saddening memorial plaques to conflict of 
many kinds and places. Truly a sacred space.

Bill Ozanne is Secretary to the Commission for Inter-Religious Dialogue in the 
Archdiocese of Birmingham and one of the organisers of the ninth annual Peace Walk 
this year. Before retirement his background was in education. He worships at the 
Catholic church in Balsall Heath.
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26 July

The Changing City

NE year in the second half of the 18th century, Samuel Johnson went to visit 
his friend Dr Hector in Old Square. Since the doctor was not in, he strolled 
about the streets taking pleasure in the latest improvements. As well he 

might, for Birmingham is perpetually reinventing itself.

A century later the well to do Georgian square that Dr Johnson knew had fallen on 
hard times and was eventually knocked down to make way for Corporation Street. 
This was part of the scheme which gave the city centre more or less the layout we 
know today. It was then too that Ann Street, another run-down area, was replaced by 
the magnificent Victoria Square and Colmore Row.

Fast forward another century and the changes could be thought improvements only 
in the demented minds of the city’s planning department. The site of Old Square was 
now a miserable underground shopping precinct. Of the new library the outspoken 
Prince Charles was to remark that it looked more like a place to burn books rather 
than read them. Now, a half century later, the controversial work of changing the 
skyline still goes on.

Why get so excited? In his Letter to the Hebrews the Apostle Paul advised the faithful 
to live as ‘strangers or passing travellers on earth’ for ‘here we have no continuing 
city’. Buildings come and go, as they always have done. But let’s remember that the 
state of the heart is more important and more in our control.

Paul Ravenscroft comes of an old family of city artisans whose 19th century flour 
warehouse has been replaced by the student accommodation for Aston University.
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